Euripides’ “Bacchae”

And Its Profound Relevance for the World of today
By
Dr. Lena Hatzichronoglou

The Bacchae is one of Euripides’ most profound plays, and it was presented for
the first time in ancient Athens in 406 B.C. However, its meaning and ideas remain
most relevant today, particularly in front of the troublesome issues that challenge
our humanity in the present globally and personally.

The god Dionysus, the most ambiguous and mysterious Greek god, is the main
character of this play; and through the way the human characters interact with him,
Euripides explores and illuminates many eternal themes of our humanity like race,
gender, power, intelligence, military superiority, religion, cultural understanding, ignorance, and above all

the meaning of wisdom in the face of all these.

Throughout the play, Pentheus, the king of Thebes, threatened by the power of the God whom he does not
understand, is trying to reduce him through weapons, the army, and imprisonment, fact which eventually
leads to his own destruction and to that of the people he is trying to protect. At the end of the play,
Dionysus, who is the dramatic expression of the indestructible Natural Law, remains intact and most
powerful than ever. The metaphor, of course, was intended for the ancient Athenians, whose hubristic
imperialism was threatening to destroy the Greek World; but, we too can learn from it the meaning of true
wisdom as we are faced with the threat of global destruction in our effort to reduce a world of ideas and
natural law with our own power and weapons, and with our own perception of what constitutes racial,
religious and cultural superiority.

When: Sunday, October 5, 2008 at 3:00 p.m.
Where: Assumption Church and Cultural Center
21800 Marter Road, St. Clair Shores, Ml 48080
Fee: $20.00
Registration: To Register please call The Assumption Cultural Center

Phone (586) 779-6111
Or contact Dr. Lena Hatzichronoglou at www.hellenicvisions.com

Contact Dr. Lena Hatzichronoglou

e For a Fantastic Trip to Greece with her
e For a Free Half Hour Life Coaching Session
e For having her speak to your group

email: ~ Lena@hellenicvisions.com Tel. (586)296-0748
website: www.hellenicvisions.com Fax (586)296-6774
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